
With a Spanish flair and the class of 
the operatic stage, the Blue Devil 
Pride proudly presents their 2009 field 
show, “The Passions of Carmen.” 

Beginning with the feisty entrance 
march “Espana Cani,” the band sets 
their stage for the juicy sounds of the 
“Habanera.” 

After the introduction of our “Blue 
Devil matador,” the music of Georges 
Bizet continues.  “Les Dragons d’Al-

cala” and “Intermezzo” are woven together 
to feature the cat and mouse interplay between 
our matador and “el toro.” 

Next, the rhythm and sparkle of “The Sabre 
Dance” provides a feature moment for both 
the silk squad and the percussion section as the 
horn line explores the dimensions of their stage. 

The show moves to a stirring conclusion with 
the familiar strains of “The Toreador Song” 
and a concluding colorful reprise of 
“Habanera.” 

Band Director …………..Bob Stoner 

Silk Squad Advisors………………Kim 
Major and Steven Brill 

 

The band thanks the Pride Band Boosters 
for their faithful and relentless support of 
the Marching Blue Devil Pride. 

 
2009 Field Show 

The Torch 
 

October 2009 

Hall of Fame and Band 1 

Football 2009 2 

Football 2009 3 

Football Roster 4 

Cross Country Roster 5 

Truly Sentimental & All 
About Steve 

6 

JV & Varsity Volleyball Ros-
ter 

7 

Homecoming 
8 

Contact Info and JV XC 9 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Shenandoah 
Valley 

The annual Hall of Fame class was 
inducted during the SV North 
Schuylkill game. Pictured are the 
presenters and the inductees from 
left to right…. 
Superintendent Dr. Stanley Ra-
kowsky, Geno Sinkus & Anne 
Kayes accepting a posthumous 
award on behalf of their father and 
long time football trainer, Eugene 
Sinkus; Paul Brutto, Girls’ Basket-
ball Coach; Brian Bender, football & 
baseball; Joe Ruth , football player 
and coach, basketball, and track; 
Nick Sajone, football player & 
coach, and baseball; Albert Drum-
heller, football, basketball, and 
baseball; and Chris Knapp, presi-
dent of the SV School Board.       

SV Hall of Fame Class of 2009  
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In the third week, the Ta-
maqua Blue Raiders hosted our Blue 
Devils. Losing center Greg Polosky 
to injury would make it a hard, de-
fensive game for both teams,.  Dur-
ing he first half, our Blue Devils 
stayed in the game.   Mistakes cost 
them the game late in the fourth 
quarter.  A good effort was put in by 

both teams, but the Blue Raiders 
came out on top with the ending 
score of 21-10. The Blue Devil de-
fense did an outstanding job but 
came up short.  The MVPs of the 
game were the front seven, Billy 
Moyer and Leo Kayes. 

The Shenandoah Valley 
Football team traveled to Miners-
ville for the fourth week. This was an 
extremely intense game. In the first 
half, the Blue Devils were doing an 
outstanding job. Minersville’s Wal-
cott had the only points for the Min-
ers in the first half. Meanwhile, our 
Devils had two touchdowns and a 
safety. One of those touchdowns was 
scored on defense when Chris 
Rooney recovered a fumble and ran 
30 yards into the end zone. The 
other touchdown came when Danny 
Merva ran it into the end zone on a 
12 yard run. Zarcufsky made both of 
the extra points.   Eric Whalen tack-
led one of the Miners in their end 
zone for two more points on a safety. 
This made the half time score 16-6. 
During the second half ,the Miners’ 
King received a 33 yard pass from 
Dixon, making it a close game at 16-
13.   During the third quarter, Con-

rad went for a one yard run after 
about a six play drive to score their 
third touchdown of the game.  Zar-
cufsky made the extra point, making 
the score 23-13. In the last quarter, 
Minersville came off with one more 
touchdown. The final score being 23
-20, a close game but we came off 
with another victory. The offensive 

MVP for this game 
had to be Senior 
Rob Conrad, who 
had 52 yards rush-
ing on 14 carries, 
and 16 receiving 
yards on 3 catches. 
The defensive MVP 
was junior Collin 
Karahuta.    

See page 9 for the 
highlights of the 
Homecoming game 
against Jim Thorpe. 

On week six, our 
Blue Devils hit the 
road against Schuyl-
kill Haven. Our dev-
ils came out flat, 
allowing Haven to 
score two early 
touchdowns. In the 
beginning of the 
second, the Devils 
defense began to 
crack down. The 

offense had a successful drive in the 
second quarter.  They capped it off 
with a field goal by Jimmy Zarcuf-
sky, making the halftime score 14-3. 
The Devils came out at half time 
much more focused than they were 
during the first half. In the third 
quarter, Evan Fink took a give up 
the gut.  He was met by  defensive 
tackles Sam Sadja and Mike Bechtel, 
causing the ball to spring out.  It was 
recovered by Bechtel. This turnover 
sparked a long Devils drive that was 
capped off by Rob Conrad.  He took  
a give and rumbled to pay dirt, mak-
ing the score 14-10.  Schuylkill Ha-
ven’s Brian Murphy took a right side 
run for 47 yards to the end zone in 
the late fourth quarter, making the 
score 20-10. The Devils displayed 
heart, but came home empty 
handed. The offensive player of the 
game was senior Danny Merva who 
had 26 yards on 13 carries and 122 
passing yards.  

The defensive player of the 
game was Michael Bechtel.  He  had 
3 tackles, a forced fumble, and a 
fumble recovery that set the Blue 
Devils offense up for a score.  

 

The first week the Blue 
Devils played rival North Schuylkill. 
During the first quarter, North 
Schuylkill had the only 7 points. 
Parnell received a 61 yard pass from 
Ferrari, and Hutnick made the extra 
point kick. Going into halftime it 
was 14-0, Spartans .   In the third 
quarter, they both played tremen-
dous defense and 
kept each other 
from scoring. In 
the 4th quarter, 
the Spartans  came 
out with two more 
touchdown runs 
from Flail and 
Houser.  This 
made the ending 
score 27-0, but our 
Blue Devils put up 
a good fight.  
Danny Merva was 
the offensive MVP 
having 84 passing 
yards, and 55 
rushing yards in 14 
attempts. The de-
fensive MVP was 
William Navit-
sky ,who had ten 
tackles.     

The fol-
lowing week, the 
Blue Devils hosted 
the Fighting Irish 
of York Catholic.  . This was a very 
rainy and cold night. Our team was 
out for their first win after a disap-
pointing lost to NS.  The Devils 
came out ready to play and scored 
two touchdowns in the first quarter. 
Rob Conrad had a  nine yard run 
and Danny Merva threw a four yard 
pass to Breslosky. James Zarcufsky 
made both of the extra point at-
tempts. The Blue Devils recorded a 
safety. Our Blue Devils went into 
halftime beating York 16-0. In the 
third quarter Whalen scored on a 
one yard run, and then Kayes ran 
into the end zone for two more 
points. In the final quarter, the Blue 
Devils went for one last drive, scor-
ing once again when Anthony Stani-
tis,s 8 yard run set up Rooney’s one 
yard touchdown run. Zarcufsky’s 
final kick made the finalscore 31-0. 
This was ironic because our Blue 
Devils completely reversed the score 
from last season when they lost 31-0 
to the Fighting Irish. It was a com-
plete team effort.  The offensive 
MVP  was sophomore Eric Whalen, 
who had 29 carries with 175 yards. 
The defensive MVP was  William 
Navitsky, with ten tackles and a 
sack. 
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Our Shenandoah Blue 
Devils were on the road again, 
looking for a signature win 
against the heavily-favored Pan-
thers of Panther Valley.  The 
devils started the game by forc-
ing the Panthers to go three and 
out.  Then, the devils made a 
coverage mistake, letting PV  
throw to a wide open receiver 
who  scored. This was the case 
on PV’s second score as well. 
Going into half, the score was 12-
0, Panther Valley. Towards the 
end of the fourth quarter, our 
devils scored for the first and 
only time all game. The final 
score was 26-8.  The offensive 
MVP was Eric Whalen who 
rushed for 112yards on 19 carries 
and had the only touchdown for 
the Blue Devils. The defensive 
MVP was William Navitsky.  

On Shenandoah Valley’s alumni 
night, the Blue Devils hosted the 
Marian Catholic Colts. Our Dev-
ils came out flat in the first quar-
ter, allowing the Colts score two 
key touchdowns. In the second 
quarter, our Devils finally 
started to play, and made it a 
game for the second half. The 
score going into half time was 15
-13, Marian. It  was an intense 
game from the beginning of the 
third quarter to the last few sec-
onds of the fourth. The Colts 
came out on top in this grid iron 
battle with a score of 27-20. The 
Devils  played their hearts out, 
and didn’t give up. The devils 
gave  110% till the end of the 
game, but came up short.  

  

 By: Natasha Deangelo 
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Albert Amberlavage           65         Offensive Linemen/ Defensive End 

Rob Conrad                       40         Running Back/ Linebacker 
Leo Kayes                         20         Wide Receiver/ Defensive Back 

Will Leslie                          27         Running Back/ Linebacker 

Ryan Melson                     25         Wide Receiver/ Defensive Back 
Danny Merva                 7         Quarter Back/ Defensive Back 

William Navitsky                61         Offensive Lineman/ Linebacker 

John Onisick                 5         Wide Receiver/ Defensive Back 

Greg Polosky              52         Offensive Lineman/ Defensive Lineman 
Chris Rooney                      9         Wide Receiver/ Defensive Back 

Sam Sajda                        51         Offensive Lineman/ Defensive Lineman 

Joe Strong                        21         Running Back/ Linebacker 
Jim Zarcufsky                   14         Kicker 

Michael Johns                    1         Wide Receiver/ Defensive Back 

Kevin Collins                    17         Wide Receiver/ Defensive Back 

Kyle Collins                      30         Wide Receiver/ Defensive Back 
Mike Bechtel                    33         Defensive Lineman/ Running Back 

Blaise Breslosky                4         Tight End/ Linebacker 

Billy Griffin                       64         Offensive Lineman/ Defensive Lineman       
Colin Karahuta                 22          Wide Receiver/ Linebacker 

Adam Macker                   54         Offensive Lineman/ Defensive End 

Anthony Stanitis                 3         Running Back/ Linebacker 

Alec Ulicny                       71         Offensive Lineman/ Defensive Lineman      

Robert Bowen                  15         Wide Receiver/ Defensive Back 
Tyler Craig                       62         Offensive Lineman/ Defensive End  

Bill Moyer                         10         Wide Receiver/ Linebacker 

Curtis Rooney                  53         Offensive Lineman/ Defensive Lineman 

John Sczcyglak                  8         Wide Receiver/ Defensive Back 
Brandon Swantek            52         Offensive Lineman/ Defensive Lineman 

Eric Whalen                     32         Running Back/ Defensive Back 

Christopher Palubinsky      2        Quarter Back/ Defensive Back 
Jonathan Schmerfeld       24        Wide Receiver/ Defensive Back 

Nick Merva                       34        Wide Receiver/ Defensive Back 

Dakota Rakus                   50       Offensive Lineman/ Defensive Lineman 

Gavin Knott                       70       Offensive Lineman/ Defensive Lineman 

Mark Hoff                          80       Wide Receiver/ Defensive Back 

2009 SV Varsity Football Roster 
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